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Dear Foodcore members,  
 
School canteens simply could not operate without the dedication, generosity and community spirit of volunteers. 
Every hour contributed makes a tangible difference to students, staff and the wider school community. 
 
Foodcore is proud to invite nominations for our 2026 Nan Marlow Award for Excellence in Volunteering, a meaningful 
opportunity to recognise and celebrate those exceptional individuals who give so generously of their time. Proudly 
sponsored by The Just Pizza Company and Manager Simone Trewhella, this award acknowledges the invaluable 
contribution volunteers make in school canteens across our network. 
 
Award details 
The outright winner will be the nominee who has contributed the highest number of volunteer hours in the school 
canteen. The winner will receive a prize valued at $1,000, customised to 
suit them. Past prizes have included: 

• Overnight accommodation packages at a hotel or resort 
• Shopping vouchers 
• Event vouchers 
• A personalised trophy 
• Their name engraved on the perpetual trophy, displayed at the 

winning school for 12 months 
• Plus 

o All nominees will receive a certificate acknowledging their contribution 
o Every school that submits a nomination will receive a Volunteer Gift Pack for their canteen. 

 
How to Nominate 
Any member of the school community, including canteen staff, the parent body, the Principal or other school staff, 
may submit a nomination. Nominations must be endorsed by either the Principal or the parent body. 
 
To apply, simply calculate the volunteer’s hours of service and complete the enclosed nomination form. 
 
Presentation of the Award 
The award will be presented at the Foodcore General Meeting on Saturday 23 May 2026. This coincides with National 
Volunteer Week, providing a fitting and timely opportunity to honour the extraordinary contribution of volunteers 
across our schools. An invitation to the meeting will be circulated shortly. 
 
Nominations must be received by close of business (4.00pm) 8 May 2026, emailed to 
foodcore@education.wa.edu.au. Late entries will not be accepted.  
 
We strongly encourage all member schools to take this opportunity to formally recognise the volunteers who make 
such a difference in your canteen. Even submitting a nomination is a powerful way to show appreciation and celebrate 
the culture of volunteering within your school community. 
 
If you would like any assistance with the nomination process, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Megan Maxwell, Chief Executive Officer 
5 March 2026 
 

Eligibility 

• Foodcore members only 

• All school canteen volunteers 

• A canteen supervisor 
working in a voluntary 
capacity (i.e. not receiving 
wages or an honorarium). 
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Nomination form 
 

School:  

Address:  

Contact person 
(nominator): 

Name  Role:  

Mobile:  Email:  

Nominee: Name:  

Role:  

Supporting 
information 
(please attach 
additional page if 
more space is 
required) 

Please tell us about the nominee e.g. their likes, interests, canteen stories etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of voluntary hours of service to the canteen 
e.g. 5 hours per week x 40 weeks per year x 10 years = 2,000 

Hours per week A.  

Weeks per year B. 40 weeks  

Hours per year C. A.            x    B. 40 =  

Number of years D.  

Total E. D.            x C.             = 

 
Endorsement:  I (nominator) ____________________ confirm we (our school) are members of Foodcore  

and all information provided is true and correct 
 
Signed: _________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

 (Person nominating volunteer signature) 

 
As the Parent Body President/Principal, I _____________________________ support and 
endorse this nomination.    (President/Principal name) 

 
Signed: _________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

 (President/Principal signature) 

 
Submission:  Nominations must be received by close of business (4.00pm) 8 May 2026 

emailed to Foodcore@education.wa.edu.au. Late entries will not be accepted.  
 

Note, previous winners of this award can be renominated, however the hours of volunteer service must be calculated from the date they won 

the award i.e. if they won in 2020, hours start at zero from May 2020.    
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