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@ BACKGROUND & GOAL

WA has no centralised free school meal system.
Most
supplemented by canteens and other food

schools use a lunchbox model,
services. This project assessed WA's school food
landscape and the feasibility of different service
models to inform advocacy, policy and support

services to increase access to nutritious food.

1,070

WA SCHOOLS

472,249

WA STUDENTS

@® METHODOLOGY

A literature review (51 sources), a desktop
review of all 1,070 WA schools, and targeted
phone calls (n=217) to schools to increase and
validate data. Analysis conducted by sector,

location, management model and days of
operation.
Is food provided at school?=  Yes No Unsure
4 ~ n=181
Onsite canteen Food service
Management model oraa o
I
l

Days of operation Days of operation

If management model or days of

operation were undetermined Targeted phone calls

Figure 1: Methodology of desktop review and targeted
telephone calls

@® RESULTS

70%

OF WA SCHOOLS PROVIDE A FOOD SERVICE TO STUDENTS
(N=751)

H Onsite Canteen 72%
Food Service 28%
Canteen access varies by geography: the state’s vast
size remains the biggest barrier to service delivery.
Metropolitan schools are 15% more likely than
regional/remote schools to have an onsite canteen.

@ RECOMMENDATIONS

e Prioritise Foodcore membership uptake among
schools with confirmed onsite canteens

¢ |nvestigate capacity to engage with outsourced
providers

e Further research on infrastructure capacity,

government support and other funding
support; including investigating a school meals

pilot

e Develop strategies tailored to local community
capacity rather than a single statewide model.
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